What did people think of Darwin’s BIG idea?

A.  Sorting activity 1
On your piece of sugar paper, sort the cards into two piles:
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B.  Sorting activity 2

You are now going to focus on the reasons why Darwin was or was not popular in his own lifetime.  Sort your cards into two different piles:



WHAT did people think about Darwin’s BIG idea and WHY?

· Choose the best opening statement from this list and copy it into the box, below.

· Everyone thought Darwin was mad

· Everyone thought Darwin was a genius

· Some people agreed with Darwin and some disagreed

· Now explain WHY this was the case.  Choose your reasons carefully.  You haven’t got time to write out all the cards!  








6. Most people in the 1800s believed in God and went to Church every Sunday.





5. Darwin was never able to completely prove his theory.  This only happened later (for example when more fossils and skeletons were discovered).





4. Darwin spent 20 years experimenting in his house and garden to find  evidence that proved he was right.





3. Most members of the Church thought that Darwin was trying to prove that God did not exist.





2. Some members of the Church were happy with Darwin’s ideas.  They believed that even though God didn’t create all the animals separately, God had made it possible for animals to develop.





1. Darwin said ‘man is part of nature.  He is not a god, he is no exception’.





12. Darwin stayed out of the limelight.  He let his friends defend his ideas.





11. The Church had slightly less influence on people than in previous centuries.





10. People talked about Darwin all over the world – in France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Russia and North America.





9. Everyone had an opinion of Darwin.  Even Queen Victoria took an interest, though she told her daughter that it would probably be too hard for her to understand!





8. Not all Christians believed that God created the world in seven days.  Some of them thought the Bible was not totally true.





7. The Bible says that God created the world in seven days.  





18. Darwin’s opposition was not an organised as Darwin’s supporters.





17. Darwin had very loyal and influential supporters who defended him in what they wrote and said.





16. More people could read at this time than ever before.





15. The middle of the nineteenth century was very peaceful.  There were no wars and people were better off than ever before.





14. The postal system got a lot better at this time.





13. Darwin used letters to try to persuade people that he was right.  At his peak, he wrote 500 letters a year!





24. Many people were afraid that if God had not created people, then there was no reason why people existed.  It was all down to chance.  This made them question the meaning of life.





23. Darwin believed that everything about people developed from animals.  This included language, religion, love and so on.





22. The pressure on Darwin after he wrote Origin of Species’ made him very ill.





21. Darwin’s book ‘Origin of Species’ was translated into eleven languages.





20. 18,000 copies of Origin of Species were sold.  The other two most popular science books at this time were bought by 24,000 people (a book called ‘Vestiges’) and 11,000 people (a book called ‘Constitution of Man’).  





19. In 1861, an explorer brought a stuffed gorilla to Europe and went around telling people how savage and dangerous they were.





30. There were important scientific discoveries at this time.  For example, Louise Pasteur discovered that germs cause disease in 1861 in France.  





29. This was a time of great change.  People were moving to towns, working in factories and able to travel by train.





28. Darwin died aged 73.  He died surrounded by his family.  He was buried in Westminster Cathedral, a place where only very famous people (including royalty) were buried.





27. Darwin was always very humble in his lifetime.  He said near the end of his life ‘If I had been a friend of myself, I should have hated me.’





26. From the age of about 60, Darwin became a celebrity.  His portrait appeared in magazines, he was asked for his autograph and people visited Down House (his home) hoping to see him.





25. Darwin argued that people developed (or evolved) from monkeys.  





Things to do with life in the 19th Century





Things to do with Darwin








Less likely that people would agree with his ideas








More likely that people would agree with his ideas








Different opinions





For each of the following opinions, say whether you agree or disagree and write down the numbers of at least three cards that support your decision.





Darwin’s ideas were not acceptable to everyone at the time.





I agree/disagree.


Cards which support my decision are:





People agreed with Darwin partly because of the type of person he was.





I agree/disagree.


Cards which support my decision are:





Darwin would have got nowhere a hundred years earlier.





I agree/disagree.


Cards which support my decision are:





Can you think of any other opinions?




















