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SHP Summer Conference 2022 Workshops

Maximising feedback for A Level
Assessments - A journey of
improvement

David Brown and Victoria Keitel

Over the past few years David and Victoria have worked
on improving their feedback so teacher marking time is
reduced but feedback for the students is more better. This
workshop will set out the principles on which they have
based their practice and the practical ways in which A
Level students' essay writing can be enhanced through
more effective feedback without increasing teacher

workload burden.

Workshop C or Workshop D

Whose West Was Won?
Overcoming Silences in GCSE
American West

Alex Ford and Nicole Ridley

In this workshop Nicole and Alex will help you transform
your teaching of the American West by hearing the often
silenced voices of women, both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous. Expect great stories, new ideas and a drive to
do justice to the history of this period without
compromising students’” need to meet the GCSE

specification.

Workshop A or Workshop C

Critical multiculturalism and the
role of the teacher in
embedding transformation
change

Justin Vafadari and Sarah Whitehouse

This workshop will explore how transformational school
teachers support children to think critically about
multicultural diversity through the humanities curriculum.
The workshop is an interactive opportunity for delegates
to explore the challenges and opportunities in devising
and implementing a broad and balanced humanities

curriculum with a greater emphasis on multicultural
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representation. Three case studies from primary school
teachers working in different contexts will disseminate
best practice for immersing children in different historical
perspectives, place-based learning, and using PSHE to
dismantle stereotypes of marginalised ethnic groups.
Examples of professional journeys to becoming
curriculum change-makers will be explored, as well as
discussion of any areas of concern such as appropriate

terminology, pedagogical approaches, and dealing with

sensitive and controversial issues.

Workshop B or Workshop E

Decolonising histories: Using
fiction to teach colonial
experiences of the First World
War

Jasmine Kaur and John Perkins

The writer Mulk Raj Anand, author of ‘Across the Black
Waters’, believed his writing could help to spread peace.
Through the novel there is the chance to present to
students the experiences that they may already recognise
through the poems of Sassoon and Owen through the
eyes and mouths of Indian soldiers. By humanising the war
through the character of Lalu there is a representation of
the students sat in our classrooms. Our workshop will
present how Guru Nanak Sikh Academy has used the
concepts of similarity and difference, evidence, and
interpretations to deliver the ‘Great War’ and explore how
representation can be more than merely an add-on in the
curriculum. Using the novel ‘Across the Black Waters,’
Jasmine and John will aim to demonstrate the importance
of historical literature as a foundation of enquiry as well
as how to give autonomy to students when undertaking
their own writing about the past. Through sharing the
planning process, delivery and resources, challenges and
reflections of this enquiry, they hope to contribute to this
ever important conversation of how to teach a more
broad, inclusive history curriculum. Finally, in introducing
you Lalu they hope to keep this book alive and raise
awareness of it as the only contemporary novel of the
time written from the perspective of the Indian soldiers

who served.

Workshop C or Workshop E
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Whose story is it anyway?:
Centering colonised people
when teaching the British
Empire

Salma Barma, Zaiba Patel, Emmy Quinn

and Shahnaz Yasmin

Recent research suggests whilst History teachers are
enthusiastic about the teaching of the British Empire, they
sometimes lack confidence in how to include it in their

curriculum.

In this workshop, Emmy, Salma, Shahnaz and Zaiba will
discuss their contributions to an upcoming Key Stage 3
textbook on the British Empire. They will share their
approach to teaching of Empire, guided by academics, in
an attempt to disrupt Eurocentric narratives and
foreground the experiences and perspectives of voices of
the people who were affected by colonialism. They will
explore topics including Ireland from 1169 to the 20th
century, the Indian subcontinent from 1757 to the impact
of partition, the Caribbean from 1831, China from the
1830s, as well as histories of race. This session will also
suggest practical tips and how to approach these stories

in your classroom.

Workshop A or Workshop D

Out of the Ordinary
Dan Lyndon-Cohen

Be inspired by the activism of ACT-UP and LGSM (Lesbians
and Gays Support the Miners); marvel at the love stories
recorded on cassettes that were posted back and forth
from Pakistan to Britain; listen to the discordant sounds of
SOPHIE; create your own archive; record your own oral
histories. Decolonise. This workshop will take you on a
magical tour of South Asia, Manchester, Bradford and East
London inviting you to participate in a range of practical
activities that bring the voices of previously marginalised
communities into the classroom. At Park View School, Dan
has been undertaking some pioneering work on LGBTQ+

British History and a unique oral history project called
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Tape Letters drawing on the experiences of the British-

Pakistani community which he would love to share.

Workshop B or Workshop E

Adventures in Time: Making the
Second World War a genuine

World War
Jennifer McCullough and Ben Walsh

This session will explore how historian Dominic
Sandbrook's book for children on the Second World War
can be used to broaden the usual scope of studies of WWII
to encompass the Eastern Front, the war in Asia and the
Pacific, the role of British Empire forces and the
experiences of a broad cast of characters from all over the
world. Jennifer and Ben will share examples from their
revised WWII unit and consider wider issues of using up to
date scholarship in History lessons, the challenges and
rewards of extended reading, and ways to support pupils'

literacy in History.

Workshop B or Workshop C

“You can see that from my
Gran’s house”: Invigorating
your Curriculum with Local
History

Eliza Ruxton and Paul Wainwright

Many students assume that history happens somewhere
else; that their little town, village or even the part of the
city where they live can never have been touched by the
really big stories of the past. In this workshop the
graduates of the Historical Association/British Association
for Local History Teaching Fellowship 2021 will unpack
how we can tackle this viewpoint and in so doing breathe
life into our curriculum. There exists in all people a desire
to feel a sense of place; a connection to the area in which
they live.This workshop will explore the theoretical
underpinnings of local history as well as demonstrate a
range of practical models that can be used as templates
for your own local history work. From working with
archivists and local experts through to designing focused

enquiries the presenters will explore practical strategies
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for showing students national and indeed international

narratives through a local lens.

Workshop A or Workshop E

Hearing the resonance: using
oral testimony to investigate
the Brixton Uprisings

Dan Townsend

In recent years history departments across the country
have rightly looked to build more Black British history into
their curriculums. However, one topic that has been
largely overlooked is that of the Brixton Uprisings. Over
three decades have now passed since the initial 1981
Uprising, a pivotal moment for race relations in Britain,
and yet many young people have very little understanding
of the Uprisings and their legacy.

Dan's project, carried out in partnership with the Black
Cultural Archives in Brixton, aimed to rectify that. A Key
Stage 3 enquiry was developed with the aim of
investigating the significance of the Uprisings. The lessons
focused around a series of recorded interviews with key
individuals who held connections to those events, all of
which were led by Year 9 students from two south London
schools.

One word that continued to crop up time and time again
in discussions of the Uprisings was ‘resonance’. Though
thisis an aspect of significance that all history teachers are
familiar with, it is rare that it is explored as the focus of an
enquiry. By placing it front and centre of our work, we
hope to offer insight into just how valuable a student

understanding of historical resonance can be.

Workshop B or Workshop D

Enhancing your Key Stage Three
curriculum by teaching the
partition of India

Steve Mastin and Catherine Priggs

Why should Partition be in your curriculum? There are
opportunities for pupils to study what Partition reveals
about Empire, the twentieth century’s largest migration,

and the legacy of Empire. The story will be told through

Indian eyes, using one family's experience of the fight for

independence, who found themselves divided by a

border. Expect scholarship and powerful source material.

Workshop A or Workshop C

‘Walk the walk to talk the talk’:
practical guidance on
developing your use of dialogue
in history learning and teaching
Mike Bird and David Ingledew

Dialogue is an integral and important aspect of history and
history learning and teaching. This session will explore,
with reference to specific examples, how you can develop
your use of dialogue in your history classrooms to support
pupils’ historical thinking and understanding in KS3 to A-
Level history. Drawing upon their own experiences as
secondary history teachers and history educators, as well
as that of others, the presenters will provide practical

guidance on the use of dialogue.

Workshop A or Workshop C

Life Beyond the Venerable
PEED: reacquainting reading,
thinking and writing

John Hough

Has the Venerable PEED left secondary school historical

writing in a Dark Age?

This session will explore why writing frames have an
almost unassailable position with the teaching of
historical writing. Together, we’ll test their value by
exploring where they came from, and where they didn’t
come from, to establish their limitations and the potential
impact of removing them. The key question many history

teachers may ask is: ‘If not writing frames, then what?’

This session aims to begin answering this question and
bring more history teachers into the historical literacy
debate. John will look at how the 'Word, Sentence,
Paragraph' strategy might be more useful to teachers

aiming to develop students’ historical writing. This will
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include some tried and tested practical approaches from
his own classroom. He will place this practice amongst the
wider work of other history teachers to see where we are
up to as a subject community with moving away from
formulaic, reductive writing frames towards historical
writing that serves our wider purpose of providing an

ambitious, engaging historical education.

Workshop A or Workshop C

18 Stories told In 18 Ways

Jonny Sellin

There's the one about the blind king determined to fight
in one last battle... The one about the Nazi beach-resort...
And the one where you get the kids to draw plans for a

post-fire London.

For many of us, great stories are the reason we fell in love
with history, but telling a story well can be hard to do. In
this session, Jonny Sellin will tell some little-known tales
from common curriculum areas such as Nazi Germany and
Tudor England. Along the way, he will explore and explain
a repertoire of different story-telling techniques that you
can use in your classroom to enthrall, entertain and

inform your students.

Some stories, such as the story of Riwa Fort, are deeply
personal. Others, like the criminal underworld of neo-
classical architecture, are utterly bizarre. Others, such as
the cabaret performances of a Czech ghetto, are

immensely and tragically powerful.

Workshop B or Workshop D

Practical easy to implement
strategies on improving writing,
source skills and retrieval
Lesley Ann McDermott

As the title suggests, this workshop will offer a host of
practical solutions to some of the most common
challenges to students. Expect an avalanche of ideas that

you can use in your classroom next week!

Workshop B or Workshop E

‘It was both a different time and
a different place.” Using place as
an analytical lens to secure
interplay between overview and
depth and tackle similarity and
difference

Stuart Farley

Inspired by social and cultural historian Tim Cole, Stuart
decided to look again at how he taught the Holocaust. He
used the geographical concept of place as a way of
enabling Year 9 students to build far more diverse
narratives that took full account of the chronological
diversity of people’s experiences, as well as the different
decisions made by different people in their different
places. Building on techniques used by Carr and by Olivey
when teaching about the nineteenth century, this work
enabled his students to unpick what the not-quite-

contemporary term ‘the Holocaust’ means.

Workshop B or Workshop D

Harnessing the power of
historical scholarship in the
mixed-ability classroom
Rachel Burney

Many history teachers are familiar with using historical
scholarship; we use it to gain knowledge and deepen our
understanding, to frame intriguing enquiry questions and,
perhaps above all, to engage with the work of historians
out of appreciation and enthusiasm for the subject which
we have the privilege of teaching. But how can we develop
that enthusiasm for historical scholarship within our
pupils? How can we engage them in the reading of ‘real’
academic texts? How can we support all pupils in this
challenging process? And, with so many wonderful works
out there, how we can know which ones to pick?

As well as discussing the rationale behind using the work
of historians with students, this workshop will explore
how we can use scholarship to frame engaging and
rigorous enquiry questions and how we can intentionally
integrate the reading of academic history into our lessons
- with all of our students. Taking a journey through many
practical examples from KS3, GCSE and A-Level lessons,

this workshop will highlight the benefits, and discuss how
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we might overcome the challenges, of explicitly bringing

historians” work into our lessons.

Workshop B or Workshop E

“Practical ways to bring your
curriculum to life with books,
books and some more books!”
Haighley Cobbson and Teni Oladehin

In an age where storytelling is all the rage, this workshop
looks to provide a door into the possibilities that historical
fiction and scholarship can provide in your classroom. In
sharing their experiences and aspirations in reading
scholarship and fiction with students, Haighley and Teni
hope to give you an insight into how E.H. Gombrich can
take students back to the landscape of the Medieval
Middle East to uncover the rapid expansion of the Islamic
Empire. How Valerie Hansen can be the ticket to the
journey of Leif Ericsson to Vinland, challenging the great
narrative of Columbus the ‘discoverer’. How Shahida
Rahman can help students to unpack the uncomfortable
truths behind the British use of Indian labour from the
17th century. f you'd like to see what possibilities lie in
reading more with your students, they will provide some

inspiration and starting points.

Workshop C or Workshop D

Why 'knowledge-rich' doesn't
need to mean 'story-poor':
building a curriculum around
stories

Rachel Foster

What is it about history you love? For many of us (at least
in part) it will be the stories. We don’t need cognitive
science to tell us that stories are powerful tools for
building knowledge: we will all have our own experiences
of how a great story well told can develop knowledge that
is memorable and meaningful. So why is that stories seem
to easily slip from view when it comes to teaching history?
Why do they often seem to be a luxury - relegated to
hastily told case studies used to illustrate overview, or as
mere anecdotes to be fed in when we sense pupils’

interest waning?
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In this workshop we will be thinking about how and why
we might build a curriculum around stories. Drawing on
practical examples we will consider how building enquiries
around well-chosen stories can develop rich, broad,

coherent knowledge in a way that makes history

accessible and interesting for all pupils.

Workshop C or Workshop D

Peopling the silences: ‘small’
stories opening up big histories
Martin Spafford and Matt Springett

When we look around us and ask the right questions, we
can all soon uncover stories of ‘ordinary’ people in the
past who have been historically excluded from the
narrative. These help our students see how they play a
part in history, while opening up for them new pathways
into the ‘big’ stories on the curriculum. Chance
encounters, a closer look at ‘inside pages’, local history
research and family items handed down — all can be a
starting point. Indeed, with our increased awareness of
‘silencing’, it is surely part of our job to find and include
such histories. Martin and Matt will share how, in their
own teaching, a local newspaper obituary, a family photo,
a battered crucifix, a simple homework question, a school
log book, a place of worship and a self-published
autobiography have all brought unexpected fresh
perspectives on history through the lives of people whose
stories are less known. They will share powerful examples
of ‘found’ histories and remind us how much hidden
history is within reach and how we and our students can

uncover it.

Workshop A or Workshop E

Assessing substantive thinking:
what does it mean to get better
at substantive thinking?

Sarah Jackson

In this session Sarah will explore how her department has
moved from providing opportunities for pupils to
encounter first order concepts consistently across a KS3

curriculum to including substantive concepts within a
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range of different forms of assessment. This session will
theorise about what it means to get better at substantive
thinking and explore what this might look like in practice
through a range of student outcomes produced by the
pupils at Sawston Village College. The session will also
provide practical suggestions for how we can assess
progress in substantive concepts: it will show how one
department has used multiple choice questions, end of
unit assessments and whole-year questions to assess

students' understanding of key first order concepts.

Workshop A or Workshop B

What knowledge and
knowledge for what? Exploring
the big questions of what to
include and why in a history
curriculum

Alex Benger

Thinking about what to include in a history curriculum is
one of the most exciting aspects of being a history
teacher. It is also one of the greatest responsibilities. The
scope and nature of the histories explored through the
curriculum fundamentally shape what pupils are able to
gain from their study of history. The curriculum also
conveys to pupils what we value in history and what we
deem significant for society today. In this session, Alex will
suggest a framework of categories for evaluating the
scope of a history curriculum and present his research into
the scope of knowledge included in KS3 history textbooks.
He will encourage you to reflect on the issue of curriculum
knowledge selection, tackling head-on questions of what

to include and why.

Workshop A or Workshop D

Curriculum Continuity - Closing
the Transition Chasm
Alex Fairlamb

This workshop will describe the transition project that me
and my Trust has implemented as part of a successful ONE
bid. Focusing on curriculum continuity, primary and

secondary colleagues have collaborated to create a

comprehensive curriculum from KS1-3 which ensures
continuity and the explicit teaching of second order

historical skills.

Workshop A or Workshop B

“Silences, fabrications and
violence in the archive”:
Recovering lost histories of
women

Sarah Faulkner and Chris Gilmore

Responding to the call to arms of Lipscomb (2021) to
“reclaim ordinary women from historical oblivion”, Chris
and Sarah want to encourage teachers and students to
rebel against “promoting the narratives of the powerful”.
This workshop seeks to explore the limitations of the
historical archive and how we can push the boundaries of
traditional classroom practice using sources. It will
showcase practical examples from a range of enquiries
across Key Stage 3 which reframe traditional source use

to restore the voices of ordinary women in the classroom.

Workshop D or Workshop E
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Partition of British India, 75th anniversary: KS3 Online Assembly

Hannah Carter Eleanor Newbigin Igbal Singh

Imperialism at Home and Abroad
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